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led soldiers that included men from
Puerto Rico in an effort to thwart the
British in the territory of Florida,
which extended from the State of my
distinguished colleague, Senator GRA-
HAM of Florida, all the way to what is
now Louisiana and the territory and
State which we know in present day as
Louisiana. So for our State there is a
particular, emotional, long-standing
attachment to this issue.

With all of what my colleagues have
said—and I reiterate, we can give all
the great speeches we want, but ac-
tions speak louder than words—in light
of that, the truth of that, in the light
of fairness and what is appropriate, I
urge my colleagues to take this month
to do something meaningful and real,
something more than words, that could
have a lasting effect on millions of
Puerto Ricans and Americans, and the
strength of our country.

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I am
pleased to join my colleagues in calling
attention to the celebration of Na-
tional Hispanic Heritage Month.

The Hispanic community in my home
state of Washington is the youngest
and fastest growing of any ethnic mi-
nority group, yet its history is a long
one. indeed, Washington was a part of
Mexico until 1819. The many Spanish
place names that dot the landscape are
only part of the legacy of the early His-
panic explorers and settlers. Early His-
panic pioneers helped lay the economic
infrastructure of the region, bringing
commodities such as wheat and apples
and livestock.

Today Hispanic Americans continue
to play a pivotal role in our state’s
economy. The contributions of Mexican
immigrants has been vital in the
growth and continued success of our
state’s agricultural industry. Hispanic-
owned businesses range from the mom-
and-pop small business to large cor-
porate concerns. Hispanic citizens, tak-
ing advantage of their many ties to
Mexico and other Latin American na-
tions, have helped to expand trade, our
state’s economic lifeblood.

The contributions of Hispanic Ameri-
cans are not limited to economic ones.
Hispanic Americans have risen to posi-
tions of leadership throughout the
state. They occupy elected offices at
all levels of government, including our
state legislature and judiciary. His-
panic community activists have led the
fight for social equality. The Hispanic
community has also enhanced our
state’s cultural life. Spanish language
newspaper and radio, Latin American
cuisine and Hispanic customs and cere-
monies are an integral part of our
state’s landscape.

The Hispanic community has mobi-
lized to meet the challenges facing it.
Community-based organizations
throughout the state are working to
create educational and economic op-
portunities and meet the need for hous-
ing, health and social services. Their
efforts benefit not only the Hispanic
community but the state as a whole.

Washington State’s Hispanic commu-
nity is a dynamic and vibrant one. I sa-
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lute their many accomplishments and
contributions. I encourage my col-
leagues to join me in celebrating the
diversity that makes our country so
rich by commemorating National His-
panic Heritage Month.

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, His-
panic Heritage Month presents a
unique opportunity to celebrate the
history and achievements of nearly 30
million people of Hispanic descent liv-
ing in the United States and Puerto
Rico. Today, as we stand on the thresh-
old of a new century, we look to the
outstanding contributions of Hispanic
Americans for inspiration and leader-
ship.

We should also acknowledge Puerto
Rico’s 100 years of Social, Political and
Economic Union with the TUnited
States. I strongly support the right of
self-determination for U.S. citizens liv-
ing in Puerto Rico. Citizens in Puerto
Rico should have the opportunity to
decide their political future, and have
a right to political, social and eco-
nomic equality.

America has always drawn strength
from the extraordinary diversity of its
people. Throughout our nation’s his-
tory, immigrants from around the
world have been drawn to America’s
promise of hope, freedom, and oppor-
tunity. These newcomers have shared
their cultural traditions and values,
contributed to our nation’s economy,
strengthened our shared belief in de-
mocracy and helped create a more fair
and just society.

Earlier this year, the House of Rep-
resentatives passed the ‘“United States-
Puerto Rico Political Status Act,”
H.R. 856. The Senate version, S. 472,
provides a congressionally recognized
framework for U.S. citizens living in
Puerto Rico to freely decide statehood,
independence, or the continuance of
the commonwealth under U.S. jurisdic-
tion.

Hispanic Heritage Month provides us
with a unique opportunity to again
raise the debate of the Puerto Rico
plebiscite. I cannot think of a better
time to push this issue forward.

That is why I am joining today as a
cosponsor of S. 472. This year, the Sen-
ate has an opportunity to grant the 3.8
million American citizens of Puerto
Rico an opportunity to decide their
own future. Such an election would be
the first step in allowing these U.S.
citizens an opportunity to exercise one
of the most fundamental principles of a
democracy—a government chosen by
the people.

In recognition of this historic oppor-
tunity, I am hopeful that my col-
leagues will join with me as cosponsors
of S. 472, and that the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources will
mark up the bill quickly.

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, I thank
the Senator.

There are others of my colleagues
who have indicated a desire to speak
during this period for morning busi-
ness. Unfortunately, none of them are
here at this time. Therefore, I ask
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unanimous consent that the remainder
of the time for these presentations on
‘“‘Hispanic Heritage Month’ be reserved
until our colleagues who wish to speak
are present.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. McCONNELL addressed
Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kentucky.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

Mr. MCCONNELL. I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

Mr. REID. I say to my friend from
Kentucky, it is just for a unanimous
consent request.

Mr. McCCONNELL. Mr. President, re-
serving the right to object.

Mr. REID. I will even tell the Sen-
ator what it is. I want to ask that dur-
ing the pendency of the Interior appro-
priations bill that a congressional fel-
low in my office have the privilege of
the floor.

Mr. McCONNELL. I do not object,
Mr. President.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
an objection? Without objection, it is
so ordered. The Senator is recognized.

———

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that during the pend-
ency of the Interior appropriations bill,
Scott Conroy be extended the privilege
of the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. McCAIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I ob-
ject.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
SMITH of Oregon). Objection is heard.

The assistant legislative clerk con-
tinued with the call of the roll.

Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection? The Chair hears none, and it
is so ordered.

the

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
AND RELATED AGENCIES APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 1999
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The

clerk will report the pending business.
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